I>ear ^in, 

. g 7/^i/yo 

n», « V 8r 1 ** fr °" *“ SliVer t0day he ““"a™* *>® ««ards. »K reminded 
* J ; ““ 'T™"' ^ “ d Sa " y 1 “ ‘ “>“*■ <* «. and i heard 

” D , 3Wy0U , d reto ' led t0 ^ •— alma for your address ao I oould 

“*• y °“- dhe did ^ t " 1,11 thi * *° - and aak hen to address and nail it 

a couple of weeks earlier I aay Salkta d and his were here, first tine I'd seen 

n arnce World War II. I think y ou knew his wife before she married the first tine, as 
nleanor k-anklin. She harried a friend of nine, ^ lessen, a fine fellow who „ s 
kiUed in World War II. They both seen fine. 

I'd heard that after y ou retired you'd returned to the Washington area but that 

earns a tq£r it wasn’t safe for me to drive to Washington. I haven't since VjTl. 

I can't begin to bring you up to date on son,. 50 and I prOsuno you've ’ 

hoard something about what I've been doing. I was one of the first to hake use of the 

Freedou of Lf«ta act and one of hy earliest oases led the Congress to anend the 

o open up the i’bl, Cla and sinilar files. That was in 1974. I mod the first case 

under tt. amended act and in all quite a few. 9a, act requires that requests be node, 

pursued adhinistratively, and after administrative renedies are exhausted, suit can he 

lilpd. 1 fiied_q^te a few and done lasted more than ,0 years, 1 filled nore information 

requests tnan - did suits, of course, and when I didn t sue t -e y + 

sue t.ne requests were usually 

ignore by the 9A and CIA. How „,ver, for a while I had a decent relationshio with the 
department of Justice appeals officer * through him the Phi was persuaded^ make some 
compliance with the Quests I'd made for copies of all reconts oh or about -me. Hvexy 
once in a while they dribble a few more pages out but they have hot really complied 
and tnera isn t much * can do to compel full compliance. I also mad„ the same request of 

the State department, and it also failed to comply, hut it also did let me have some 
of the records on rae. 

Because I never way a Communist and they knew it the records reflect that they 
never even checked their CP sources on me. They tad access to the membership roles, too. 

But they did try to get people to label he a Communist. Including you. and in that 
hysterical era, according to the reports; I got, copies of them, rather, you were 
truthful and not intimidated. I do want to thank you for this. 

The state of things then was that it made no difference at all. That anti-democrat 
rat hcCarran had attached a rider to ah appropriations bill that massed in that v6il era 
xnd it enabled several agencies, including State, to fire anyone at all without any reason 
it all and without regard to any law or any personal rights. ->o, they fired me under that, 
iven (though under tueir own investigation there was no basis at all. Without charges, with- 

wittT;. blT T 10 1 al “ OSt dU ‘ W - 1 «* «•*». and we were 

“ PUbll ° ap0l0£y “ d " e re aigned. I even got gyp.ed out of my hack pay. 


t 

I look back on it without regrets because although for quite some time things 
were not at al^apy for us ultimately I was able to do what * believe is more important 
tnan aching I'd have been able to do' if I'd continued working for the government. 

While the importance is widely recognized now, - think that historically this 
will be more true because the JIX assassination had the effect of a coup d'etat. 

The last time i visited you in Wilmington, when you lived near the reservoir, 
you had written a book or part of a book you planned on a ^construction black Senator 
from the South. Was his name %uce? % recollection is that I did not think the writing 
i then read was good. Or appropriate to the subject. I've forgotten the specific reason 
x did not think the writing was as good as it could be. However, it seems to me that 
with. all the changes over the years that book could have wide acceptability now and 
could be quite useful if it were published. 1 presume not having heard about it that 

it wasnt published. h 0 you think going back to that would give you something interesting 
to do now? I think it would be worthwhile. 

Please renemoer me to all those you. see I knew, family and others. 


i J .S. all my work and all I got under FOIa 
will be a permanent public archive at local 
• u dod Woilege, one of the finest small 
colleges in the country. W 0 give you an idea 


est to you all. 


/ r 



of the extent, no/t counting many containers 


like bones, I've about 60 file cabinets, mostly jammed. About a third of a million 


pages of records l got under POIA included. 




